
Atmo Sci 
 

Aeronauts Movie Review 
 
Logline: 
Balloon pilot Amelia Wren and scientist James Glaisher find themselves in an epic fight for survival 
while attempting to make discoveries in a gas balloon in the 1860s.  
 
Starring: Felicity Jones and Eddie Redmayne 
Directed By: Tom Harper 
Written By: Tom Harper, Jack Thorne  
 
 
Writing A Film Review: Some Background 
While film reviews tend to be fairly short (approximately 600 to 1200 words), they require a lot of 
preparation before you begin writing. Prior to viewing the film, you may want to get a sense of the 
bodies of work by the director, writer, or individual actor.  For instance, you may watch other films 
by the same director or writer in order to get a sense of each individual style.  This will enable you 
to contextualize the film and determine whether it works as a continuation and/or disruption 
within the broad trends of the director’s or writer’s work. 
 
Writing a film review often requires multiple viewings of the film.  Plan to watch the film two or 
three times.  During the first viewing, surrender yourself to the cinematic experience; in other 
words, get lost in the narrative, and enjoy the film without worrying about the argument you will 
eventually make.  During the second viewing, try distancing yourself from the plot and instead focus 
on interesting elements of the film that you can highlight in your review.  You may separate these 
elements into two broad categories: formal techniques, such as cinematography, editing, lighting, 
sound, genre, or narratology; thematic content that resonates with issues such as history, race, 
gender, class or the environment. 
 
After watching the film a second time, take careful notes on the formal and thematic elements of the 
film.  Then attempt to create a central idea for your review that brings together the film’s formal 
and thematic elements.  If your second viewing does not yield a strong central claim for the review 
or you need to take more notes, you may have to watch the film again.  (Source: Duke Writing 
Studio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Writing Your Review 
There is no set formula to follow when writing a film review.  The genre does have certain common 
elements. 
 
Review Title: 
Rating (Out of five stars) 
Review Summary (Two sentences at the most) 
 
Then consider the following.  Make your your review is thoughtfully-worded, well-written and 
reflective of your thoughts of the movie.  It is ok to not like it.  
 
Introduction 
In the opening of your review, provide some basic information about the film.  You may include the 
film’s title, year, director, screenwriter, and major actors.  This paragraph should also begin to 
evaluate the film and it should allude to the central concept of the review. A film review does not 
have to contain a thesis or main claim, but it should focus on a central analysis and assessment. 
 
Plot Summary 
Remember that many readers of film reviews have not yet seen the film.  While you want to provide 
some plot summary, keep this brief and avoid specific details that would spoil the viewing for 
others. 
 
Description 
While the plot summary will give the reader a general sense of what the film is about, also include a 
more detailed description of your particular cinematic experience watching the film. This may 
include your personal impression of what the film looks, feels, and sounds like.  In other words, 
what stands out in your mind when you think about this particular film? 
 
Analysis 
In order to explain your impression of the film, consider how well the film uses formal and thematic 
content.  How do the film’s formal techniques affect the way the film looks, feels, and sounds to you? 
How does the thematic content affect your experience and interpretation?  Also, do the formal 
techniques work to forward the thematic content? 
 
Conclusion/Evaluation 
The closing of your film review should remind the reader of your general thoughts and impressions 
of the film.  You may also implicitly or explicitly state whether or not your recommend the film. 
Make sure to remind the reader of why the film is or is not worth seeing.  Ending with a creative 
line is always good. 
 
Your film review may be no longer than 1000 words. 
 



 


